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1 Sussman recently published a somewhat similar account in Sussman (2005). Also, roughly this idea 
appears in Griffin’s unpublished manuscript on human rights. His discussion inspired my thought on this 
topic. 
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2 Bentham (1781), 14.  
3 Mill (1863), 10.  
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4 The hedonist will have to somehow keep the disvalue of the absence of pleasure separate from the 
intrinsic badness of pain. The intrinsic badness of pain would be grounded in its being, to some degree, the 
privation of the possibility of pleasure. 
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5 See for example Mill (1863), 8ff. In what follows I’m going to ignore the deep and central question of the 
connection between perception via refined tastes and higher pleasures. This may be another impediment to 
an attraction theory of pleasure following from the composite view. 
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6 Larry Temkin gave me this example. He also guided me away from several serious errors in this and the 
next section. 
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7 Sidgwick (1884), 125.  
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